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Please plan to join us for the annual meeting. Come and 
discuss last year’s progress and your views on the future of 
Sons of Jacob. Your voice is important, and we want to hear 

your ideas.  
 

Naomi McCormick & Bobbi Kazenelson are up for renewal on 
their Board terms.  

 

Important note - Board Members needed!!   
We need two Board members to fill open positions. We 
are in dire need for members to fill this position. The 
current Board members are Please strongly consider 
offering your time to this important role. If you have 
some questions about being a member of the Board or 
are willing to help out, please contact Stephanie or one 
of the current Board members.  
Current Board - Sarah Stokes, Bobbi Kazenelson, Ira 
Fratrik, Naomi McCormick, Roberto Swazo or Mitch 
Goldstein.  

 
Only members can vote but non-members and previous 
members are encouraged to attend and be part of the 

discussion.  
 

If you want to help us direct our future as a synagogue, 
perhaps now is a great time to join or rejoin and become a 
voting member of Sons of Jacob. Contact Stephanie in the 

office if you are interested in membership.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Friday, February 26th  
7:30pm  
 

***Purim 
 Services with  

Rabbi Kushner 
 
Saturday, February 27th  
9:30am 

 
Shabbat Services with  

Rabbi Kushner 
 
Sunday, March 28th 
 

Passover Seder 
(more details will be in the 
March bulletin)  
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CLAWSON, John & Bobby – General Fund Donation 
To show their support for the Jewish community in Iowa 

 
FELDMAN, Leo – Donation of Holocaust Plaque 

In memory of Hal Wohl 
 
GOLDSTEIN, Mitch & Amy –  

In memory of his mother, Adele Goldstein 

GREENFIELD, Michael –  
In memory of his mother, Rose Greenfield 
 

IHLENFELDT, Ron – Donation of Holocaust Plaque 
In memory of his son, Brian Ihlenfeldt  
 

LEDERMAN, Ted, Renee & Debbie –  
In memory of his father, Marvin Lederman  
 

NASHEL, Susan –  
In memory of her grandfather, David Gershovitz 

ZUCKER, Dr. George – Donation to the Jane Zucker Memorial Speakers Fund 
In memory of his father-in-law, Abe Lemberger  

 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following 
contributions: 

Passover Food Order 

Over the last few years, Passover foods have been harder to 

find in our area. The Board will be doing a large order of 

Passover foods for the current members and friends of SOJ.  

 

A price list and order form will be distributed next week. 

Please keep an eye out for this!   



  

    

 
 
To the friends and family of Daniel J. Power (February 09, 1950 - January 26, 2021). 
 
DANIEL'S OBITUARY:  
(https://www.dahlfuneralhome.com/obituary/daniel-power) 
 

Dr. Daniel Joseph Power, 70, of Cedar Falls, passed away unexpectedly at home on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, from 

natural causes.  He was born February 9, 1950, in Waterloo, son of LaVern “Joseph” and Maxine (Jindrich) Power.  Dan 

graduated from West High School with the Class of 1968; then earned his Bachelor of Science in 1974 and his Master of 

Arts in 1977 from the University of Iowa; and his MBA in 1981 and his PhD in 1982 from the University of Wisconsin-

Madison.  His first faculty position was with the University of Maryland-College Park where he met the graduate assistant 

to a colleague with a neighboring office, Carol Pokodner.  Dan and Carol were married January 12, 1985, at the Beth Torah 

Congregation of Hyattsville, MD.  They moved their family to Cedar Falls in August of 1989 when Dan became Professor 

and Management Department Head in the College of Business at the University of Northern Iowa.  In 1996, he served as 

Acting Dean for the College of Business and remained, to date, an active member of the Faculty.  Dan’s expertise was 

renowned, and he served as a lecturer or visiting scholar abroad at universities in Italy, Spain, India, Ireland, Brazil, 

Columbia, Russia, China and Turkey.   He was a widely published author of numerous journals and seven books. 

 

Dan was preceded in death by his parents.  He is survived by his wife of 36 years, Carol, of Cedar Falls; his sons, 

Alexander of Ankeny, Benjamin (Jessica) of Kansas City, MO, and Gregory (Lillian) of Iowa City; 2 brothers, Mark 

(Debra) of Ames and Timothy (Angela) of St. Louis, MO; and many dear colleagues, friends and family members. 

 

Dan’s memorial service was held at 10:00 am on Friday, January 29, 2021, at Dahl-Van Hove-Schoof Funeral Home of 

Cedar Falls.  Due to COVID, attendance will be limited and attendees must bring and wear a mask and practice social 

distancing.  The family would like friends to know there will be a video of his service available on this website after the 

service for those who would feel more comfortable attending virtually.  Memorials may be directed to the UNI Foundation 

(204 Commons, Cedar Falls, IA  50614-0282) for a scholarship in the College of Business to be established in Dan’s name. 

Dan was a born leader and innovative thinker.  In high school he attended Boys’ State, was an honor scholar and, already, 

a gifted speaker.  In college, Dan held a leadership role in the U of I Democrats and was Johnson County Democratic 

Chairman.  Dan served as Chair of the University of Northern Iowa Faculty, Chair of the UNI Faculty Senate and 

President of UNI United Faculty-AAUP, the faculty collective bargaining group.  The roles he cherished most of all, 

however, were husband to his loving wife and father to his accomplished sons. 

 



  

Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner… 
 

Personal Amidah 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The Amidah is the core prayer of every service.  This is my own personal one, intended for 
daily meditation.  I offer it to you for spiritual guidance during the coldness of Covid chaos.   
 
My suggestion is to take your Siddur and read first the traditional text.  You can find it (if 
your Siddur is only for Shabbat prayers) in the Mincha service that precedes Kabbalat 
Shabbat.  Should you have a Siddur that includes daily prayers, you can find it in all the 
prayer services as well.  When you have read the blessing in the traditional text, then read 
my textual variation on these themes.  Since there are 19 blessings, you have 19 days to turn 
to for your personal devotions.  
 
Our Amidah is the perfect vaccine against misery, depression and despair. 
 
B’vrachot, with blessings, 
Rabbi Rebecca 
 

1. I raise my hands to you, Breath of all Life, Ruach ha Kadosch. You birthed those who 
went before me, giving me family and clan.  With all that I am, I channel myself to You.  
You are the expanse of Presence that fills all Being.  You are the Beyond that moves 
compassion.  You know my place in the connectedness of travelers, remembering those 
who charted my way with reverence and wise nodding.  My inbreath, my outbreath, my 
inspirer and my inner voice are You.  You are the Always There, who wombed Abraham 
and laughed with Sarah.  Blessed are You, Ya, for shielding and transforming. 

 
2. Your daring knows no boundaries, You relish it.  You transition souls.  You define 

rescue.  With warm updrafts You let sail the living, and whisper those we call dead 
close to us, knowing well the language of love that connects us.  None of Your creatures 
is dead to You; none forgotten.  You cherish them all by Name, for they are part of what 
You are.  Blessed are You, Ya, who calls all back to the Source. 

 
 
 
(continued on the next 2 pages) 

 
 
 

Please watch for this information to be distributed in a separate 
email/mailing in the coming days. 



  

Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner, continued 
 
 

3. You encompass All. Your Name is unspeakable for us.  Even Your spirit messengers turn to 
You in awe and wonder, winging their words of “holy, immeasurably holy.”  We cradle Your 
name in our mouths as the spirit ones do who are close to You, and as we have learned.  They 
toss angel feathered praisewords back and forth between each other, full of wonder, holy, 
wowness…All worlds mirror His artistry.   Their voices return the call, saying: Wondrous is the 
One who is in all, and all in Him.  Without Him is No-Place.  The fire-words burn, saying:  It is 
this that is Ever-Being, the One who has a love-story with You, Zion, a story that turns and 
twists throughout history, without ever ending.  Hallelujah. Knowing Whose we are, our lives 
chant to You, with this ancient melody that is never to cease.  Some fragments we know, for 
they come from the Source.  Piece them together for us; we crave more of the puzzle to fall into 
place.  We rejoice at glimpses of a completed image, peeking behind the curtain into Your 
studio.  Magnet us back, catapult us back into Your oneness.  This is the riddle:  We flutter and 
fall, and rise again up, being magnetized by You.  Blessed are You, Ya, who defines holiness. 

 
4. Insight:  We find the sacred looking glass, and begin to look within.  Your gentle smile-prints 

leave traces in our grey labyrinths.  Treasures these; we marvel from jewel to gemstone.  With 
foresight, sometimes with reckless daring, You share selected keys with us.  Help us to use 
them wisely, considering well which doors we may be opening.  Blessed are You, Ya, who trusts 
us enough to share. 

 
5. Repentance…We look back on our choices, we coo with pride and whine with regret.  Can we 

avoid restringing those misaimed arrows?  O Blessed One of Balance, the scariness of freedom 
is one of Your gifts.  Help us to sight, and turn without losing our own small sense of where we 
ought to be.  Blessed are You, Ya, Who begins each day with untainted portraits. 

 
6. Forgiveness…We are precious and fragile shards, cautiously re-gluing one another and 

ourselves time and time and time again.  Help us to be trust-worthy and authentic, 
outstretching ourselves past old hurt again, and again, and yet again.  Blessed are You, Ya, for 
persistently nudging us. 

 
7. Redemption…Is the open door that we still hesitate to pass through.  I have no picture for what 

lies beyond.  Grant that redemption mirror  good for everyone whose life touches ours as well.  
Redemption would mean only winners and no enemy left to triumph. Blessed are You, Wise 
One, who teaches us this lesson over and over again until we have begun to understand it. 

 
8. Health and healing…  For the quiet wisdom of earth and healing that must start from the 

center spark of the spiral, let your angels go with us.  Give us ears to follow their counsel and to 
understand and remember their speech.  Blessed are You, Ya, who sends angels to minister to 
the suffering. 

 
9. Blessings from the earth for this year…Teach us to caress the earth, to heal it.  It needs what 

we also need: Water, observant care, pruning, healing, guidance.  Help us to remember your 
command to Adam, the first Earthling, who was to tend your garden.  He was to weed it, 
nurture it, sweat in the process and return part of it to You, to remind him of his own Source .  
We are this dust, and to it our remains will return. It is ourselves, our own substance that we 
are cultivating.  Bless the work of our hands in this process.  Blessed are You, Ya, Master 
Craftsman of earthlings and their earth. 

 
 



  

Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner, continued 
 

10. Ingathering of exiles…A dream: a mere waft of cloud, a slight column of flame, dangles before 
us. Jewish homesickness.  We are weighted down by this sore aching, even as we embrace 
surrogates. Ours is the decision, yes, ours!  We can return to our own real place.  Remove the 
inertia from our lives.  Help us to gain momentum towards the soil that is Holy, that piece of 
earth You gave to us.  Blessed are You, Ya, who ends all kinds of exiles. 

 
11. Restoration of Justice…Are there win/win cards in the great game of things?  Surely there 

must be, for the Game is Yours.  How we are loath to lose, we howl and lash out as children, 
craving fairness.  We, who are created in Your image, want wrongs to be righted.  Can You love 
what is non-just?  Show us the tools and breathe into us the energy we need to do our part.  
Blessed are You, Ya, the One who delights in the good and just balance of events. 

 
12. Against Heretics…in myself I find no hate.  But there are many who do.  They hate others, hate 

You, hate themselves.  They eat, digest and crap out hate.  Before they destroy any more of 
Your plan, o Precious One, turn their own violence against themselves.  Even better:  Have 
them bark their soul-shins in their own darkness, and turn from bad choices, into the Light, 
even in some small way.  Blessed are You, Ya, who allows for both evil and punishment. 

 
13. The Righteous…shall shine from within, reflecting Your Magnificent Goodness.  All those who 

gather under the shadow of Your presence shall lack nothing, feel no other need, be utterly 
parented.  Blessed are You, Ya, Who tenderly cradles those who desire Your nearness. 
 

14. Rebuilding Jerusalem…This place of cool and ancient stone, where sword and shofar have vied 
above the clamor of Your people; this place is a portal to Your love.  Rebuild it, restore it, 
transform it again into a true holy mountain, where all are challenged to ascend to You, 
without quarreling on the way.  Blessed are You, Ya, who laid here the fragile cornerstone of 
Your world. 
 

15. Davidic Reign…Where have they gone, those members of the House that You blessed and had 
anointed?  And if my own lineage would perhaps go back to them, would I not live differently?  
And if the person next to me were perhaps true royalty, should I not treat them as such?  Open 
my eyes to the possibilities of my encountering an heir, even unaware.  Blessed are You, Ya, 
who touches special people with the wondrous gift of leadership and charisma. 
 

16. Acceptance of Prayer… Even before the Asking, You are Answer. When we pray, we migrate 
towards You.  Are we not made in Your image?  And are You, then, the Great Pra-yer?  Blessed 
are You, Ya, who helps us to channel our yearnings. 
 

17. Temple Service…Show us what we need to part from, what layers we need to peel back, in 
order to draw closer to You and Your true service.  Blessed are You, Ya, who disciplines our 
lives. 

 
18. Thanksgiving…We surrender our longings, all the tasks of our hands, our in-breathed lives to 

You in gratitude.  Our feet carry us wondrously to the runway of Your loving upwind.  What 
miracle this: we are accepted and embraced.  Blessed are You, Ya, who envelops us in beauty.   

 
19. Peace…Grant us Wholeness of Being, Nothingness of Wanting, Directedness to You in all our 

Lifebreath.  Help us to practice Compassion, learning to cherish small pieces of Perfection.  Let 
us all become sacred followers of the way that leads to You.  Blessed are You, Ya, who created 
the Way so that we might be underway upon it. 



       
February Meeting: 

Wednesday, February 17th   
10:00 – 11:00 am 
Via Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
A Child of the Centuy  

By Ben Hecht 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 

Jewish Connections Book Club  

 
The Jewish Connections Book 
Club will meet via Zoom until 
further notice.    
 
Membership is not limited to 
synagogue members and is free 
of cost. 
If you would like to participate 
with Jewish Connections or have 
any questions, please email 
Stephanie at 
stephanie.soj@gmail.com.  

 
 
From September through May, 
our club will meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
10:00 – 11:00 am.  
 

The final book club meeting, 
which takes place in the summer, 
will be scheduled around 
members summer plans and 
travel.  

(Listings through May 2021 can be 
found on our website.) 

 
February 
Selection 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Jan 31 – Feb 6:  
 
Esther Lavenstein 
Nettie Lowenstein 
Steven Farber 
Sarah Kaplan 
Babett Blumenthal 
Esther Krensky 
Maynard Whitebook 
Gossie Katz 
David Zelig Zeiger 
 

 
February 7 - 13: 

 
Elizabeth Epstein 
Lee Leizer 
Edward Abraham Nacht 
Celia Jacobo 
Marie Weissalc 
Goldie Gellerman 
Philip Tomin 
David Cutler 
Marvin Lederman 
Asher Joram 
Joe Boruchowsky 
Barry Greenberg 
Joseph Krantman 
Solomon Horn 
Gertrude Algase 
Henry Blot 
Rose Levine 
Samuel Markovitz 
Rachel Rotman 
Sylvia Targoff 
Kae L. Banner 
 
 

Yahrzeits 

The yahrzeits of these beloved, departed relatives listed below should be observed  
on the Friday and Saturday of the week listed… 
 

February 14 - 20: 
 
Ralph Schultz 
Sarah Glazer 
Philip Krupkin 
Harry Shulman 
John Brady 
Lewis Krupkin 
Mary Schultz 
Ethel Friedman 
Sarah Strom 
Louis Wolfe 
Belle Simpson 
Irene Brady Bodsky 
Ethel Farber 
Murray Farber 
Victor Joseph Offman 
Max Krantz 
Celia Schultz 
 

February 21 - 27: 
 
Meyer S Cohen 
Regina Rottman 
Edgar Marshall 
Louis Westerman 
Phillip Uze 
Robert Weissman 
Esther Rachel Melmood 
Anna Wohl 
Alex A. Cohn 
Sidney Levine 
Abraham Rabinowitz 
Morris Fish 
Beverly Goldstein Weiner 
Minnie Krantman 
Bessie Cohn 
Walter Epstein 
David Gradinger 
 

Jan 31 – Feb 6:  
 
Max Rotman 
Bessie Siegel 
Rebecca Siegel 
J. Eugene Goldberg 
David Nacht 
Nathan Lipkin 
Mamie Rosenbloom 
Sarah Gradinger 
Michael Wolf 
Rose Evans 
Jacob Greenberg 
Pearl Shrago 
Gertrude Wolf 
Rosa Wolfe 
Michael Hecht 
Pearl Feinberg 
Herschel Goldberg 
Morton Widerschein 
Shirley La Kam 
Michael Wolf 
Jacob Tabach 
 

  
 


