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Annual Congregational Meeting    
Sunday, March 7th      

12:00 pm    
  

Please plan to join us for the annual meeting. Come and 
discuss last year’s progress and your views on the future 
of Sons of Jacob. Your voice is important, and we want to 

hear your ideas.  
 

Only members can vote but non-members and previous 
members are encouraged to attend and be part of the 

discussion.  
 

If you want to help us direct our future as a synagogue, 
perhaps now is a great time to join or rejoin and become 
a voting member of Sons of Jacob. Contact Stephanie in 

the office if you are interested in membership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Friday, February 26th  
7:30pm  

***Purim 

 
Saturday, February 27th  
9:30am 

 

Shabbat Services with 

Rabbi Kushner 
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The The The The Jewish Federation of the CorridorJewish Federation of the CorridorJewish Federation of the CorridorJewish Federation of the Corridor    

The Jewish Federation of the Corridor is new Jewish 

Federation of Iowa group that is unaffiliated with Sons 

of Jacob. Their mission is to connect synagogue affiliated 

and non-affiliated area Jews to build and sustain a vital 

Jewish community in eastern Iowa. If you would like 

more information about the group or would like to 

become involved, please write to: jfciowa@gmail.com.  

Facebook page – https://www.facebook.com/jfciowa  



 

 

 
 
 

  

CARR, Al & Sue –  

Donation to the General Fund 

FORTGANG, Stephen –  

In memory of Hal Wohl 

JORAM, Elana & Family –  

In memory of her grandparents, Max & Clara Pallant 

KOHN, Joyce Lemson –  

In memory of her father, James Lemson 

In memory of Hal Wohl 

LINICK, Rochelle –  

In memory of her parents, Morris & Bess Cohn 

In memory of her brother, Rabbi Edward Cohn 

In memory of Gil Cohn 

STICKFORT, Allen – 

Donation to the General Fund 

STROM, Bruce –  

In appreciation of tree planted for his sister 

WIDERSCHEIN, Lotte –  

In memory of her grandparents, Frieda & Louis Epstein and Ricka & Ludwig Wolf 

ZUCKER, Dr. George – Donation to the Jane Zucker Memorial Speakers Fund 

In memory of Hal Wohl 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following 

contributions: 

Bruce Strom would like to 

thank the SOJ Congregation for 

planting a tree in Israel, in 

memory of his sister Jackie. It is 

greatly appreciated.     

Al & Sue Carr send their warm 

wishes from Nebraska! 

 

They want everyone to know that 

they miss them and wish we could 

all live closer.  

    



  

 

 

Planning for SOJ's Future: The Jewish Community Legacy Project (JCLP) 

 
Sons' of Jacob's annual meeting provides all members with an opportunity to determine the future direction of 

our beloved 115 year old synagogue.  Our March 2021 meeting will be especially important.  At this meeting, 

everyone will have a chance to share our opinions about how best to preserve Jewish life in the Cedar Valley, 

despite the many challenges described by Board President, Sarah Stokes, in her September 2020 State of the 

Congregation essay.  As Sarah aptly explained: 

“It will come as no surprise when I report that our expenses continue to outpace our income.... [It] has 

become increasingly difficult...to provide our community with a meaningful Jewish experience while 

also maintaining a large, aging building and residence.... [R]aising revenue through dues or otherwise 

has also become challenging as membership continues the downward trajectory it has been on for 

more than a decade.  Although we are especially fortunate to have an endowment fund that was left by 

generous donors…when membership levels reach a certain point, financial challenges become only part 

of the story.  When it becomes difficult to find enough members to serve in leadership positions; when 

making a minyan at services is a challenge; when special events and holidays are sparsely attended; 

when there is no longer a sisterhood, a men’s club or even much of a Hebrew School; it becomes time to 

change course." 

The Long Range Planning Committee is eager to hear from you at any time.  Last month, we shared a 

questionnaire with all synagogue members, seeking your recommendations.  Committee members also 

welcome telephone and Zoom visits before and after our annual meeting.   

Every month, we will publish an essay on Planning for SOJ's Future in the SOJ Bulletin.  This month, we will tell 

you about The Jewish Community Legacy Project (JCLP), a wonderful nonprofit organization which assists small 

synagogues throughout the US which face similar challenges, http://jclproject.org/jewish-community-legacy-

project-jclp.html. 

In this month's essay, I am happy to introduce Noah Levine, Senior Vice President of the JCLP.  After 30 years 

as Associate Executive Director the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, Noah Levine continues to consult on 

behalf of The Jewish Community Legacy Project and other non-profit and philanthropic Jewish organizations.  

For several months, Noah has generously donated his time to mentor the Long-Range Planning Committee.  

The Long Range Planning committee has already benefited from consulting with Noah on our cemetery, long-

term demographic projections, costs for maintaining our two buildings, and engagement of the congregation.  

His wise and compassionate guidance has helped us better understand our responsibilities and the choices 

ahead.  Every synagogue needs to determine their own unique course of action.  However, on any journey, you 

need a road map, GPS, or an experienced tour guide.  The Long-Range Planning Committee believes that The 

JCLP is uniquely positioned to guide us on this journey, helping us create the best long-term plan for the SOJ 

community.  However, we need your approval before we formalize plans for a continued, consulting 

relationship. For this reason, I have asked Noah Levine to tell you how the JCLP can help Sons of Jacob and 

how, at some point, we can help the JCLP in return. 

Dear members of Sons of Jacob Synagogue: 

On behalf of JCLP, I welcome the opportunity to work with your leadership in crafting a plan that reflects 
the interests, needs and values of the congregation. As a past president of my synagogue in Marietta, GA 
and as someone who has been active in synagogue life from my years in South Jersey until today, I 
appreciate that long-range planning is a balance between rational and emotional considerations, 



 

(continued from previous page) 

especially when a congregation, such as Sons of Jacob, has an illustrious 115-year old history. That is why 
it is essential that the members of SOJ are part of this long-range planning process. 

The Jewish Community Legacy Project (JCLP) is the only organization exclusively providing dedicated 
resources and solutions for Jewish congregations in small communities in the US to navigate successfully 
current challenges, responsibly prepare for the future, and ensure an enduring community legacy.  Thank 
you for the opportunity to explain how we can help you develop a plan both for the sustainability and 
legacy of Sons of Jacob. 

JCLP does not represent any Jewish organization and, therefore, does not have any “institutional 
product” to sell.  Rather, JCLP, in addition to facilitating planning, serves as an “honest broker,” 
committed to representing and supporting the values, interests and needs of the congregation.  JCLP 
does, however, maintain strong partnerships with national and local Jewish organizations in order to 
identify those institutional resources that congregations need to implement their respective plans.  
While many JCLP congregations may be physically isolated from other communities, JCLP ensures that 
they are not alone.  In addition to working individually with congregations, JCLP has recently embarked 
on an initiative that brings together congregations within discrete geographical regions. The purpose of 
these regional initiatives is twofold: (a) strengthening individual congregations and (b) enhancing Jewish 
experiences. 

The JCLP can help Jewish communities make the best possible long-range plans regarding location 
options; archival and historic preservation (including oral histories); forecasting (financial, demographic, 
membership (participation, volunteerism, leadership); collaborative structures and programming; and 
perpetual care for a congregation's cemetery. These are the elements that constitute, to a large extent, 
the JCLP planning process.  The JCLP has always believed that synagogue communities need to address 
the human dimension of long-range planning: the emotional impact, in all its forms, that change creates. 
Managing expectations, responding to concerns, communicating frequently, and engaging the members 
appropriately in the process are as important as the planning elements in ensuring a successful outcome.  
The actual terms of engagement, scope of service and implementation plan will be jointly developed by 
Sons of Jacobs and JCLP.  JCLP does not charge for its services, with the exception of asking that 
expenses be covered.  JCLP does ask congregations to include in their legacy plans a donation to JCLP so 
that we can continue assisting Jewish synagogues and organizations in the years to come. 

My role would be to help leaders identify realistic and achievable goals and develop the strategies that 
are needed to implement those goals. Because JCLP does not represent any other organization, we will 
focus our efforts on what SOJ wants to accomplish. I look forward to the day when it will be safe to 
travel to Waterloo.  Until then, Zoom it must be.  

I wish you and your family good health during this challenging time. 

Noah Levine 

Happily, I am the synagogue's liaison with the JCLP.  Please contact our Synagogue Secretary, Stephanie 

Schmitt, stephanie.soj@gmail.com, if you would like a telephone call or Zoom meeting with me (Naomi 

McCormick) to learn more about the Jewish Community Legacy Project.  As soon as possible, please let us know 

if you approve of us working with the JCLP in the months and years to come. 

Gratefully, 

Naomi McCormick. Ph.D., Secretary, Long Range Planning Committee 



  

Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner… 

 

Dos Pintele Jid 

 

Only a few nights ago, we were able to observe the marvelous confluence of the two 

planets Saturn and Jupiter in the southwestern sky. This astronomical phenomenon 

presented itself to us in solemn silence, bridging a sheer unimaginable distance through 

space. We watched reverently through our binoculars.  There was a mysterious 

excitement in the awareness that people all over the globe were following this event. 

These visions of the night sky – be it the familiar ever-changing moon phases, or the 

scintillating stars – have inspired humankind since the most ancient of days.   

   

We find these thoughts repeated in our Siddur: “…You arrange the stars in the sky 

according to your will…”  “Light and darkness, night and day, we marvel at the mystery 

of stars…” Our prophets muse that God has numbered all the stars and even given each 

one of them a name.  Should we as people be less important than stars? God has given 

each of us a personal identity. What a humbling thought! 

   

These tiny sparks of light reminded me suddenly of the idea of “Dos Pintele Yid,” that 

tiny spark of “Yiddishkeit” that is within every Jew, whether that Jewish person is 

observant or not.  Some call it “the core of one’s Jewishness,” or “the Jewish spark.” 

Another translation is “the little point of light in the Jewish soul,” or one I like even 

better “the saving remnant, however deeply buried, in every Jewish heart.” 

   

Dos Pintele Yid is a mystical idea.  It posits that all Jews, even if they are unaware of it 

or have been raised so un-Jewishly that they do not know they are Jewish, have within 

them a Jewish essence that can be re-activated at any time. Even the tiny letter “Yod,” 

the smallest of the Hebrew letters, is the letter that begins the word for “Jew.” So does 

every Jew have within him/her a “little point” that may serve as a reminder of their 

most basic identity. And just as the letter “Yod” is often present as an indicated vowel 

(for grammar geeks, this is one of two ways to spell in Hebrew) the “little point” within 

the Jew is always potentially there, even when it is barely visible or when we choose to 

ignore it. It is a hint that we were really all there at Sinai! 

   

Carrying this idea forward, the Pintele Yid is what drives us to be Jewish, to feel Jewish 

and ultimately to do Jewish. Our calling is to “Jew” the best we can, and to use our 

Pintele Yid - that Jewish Spark - to ignite our unique Jewish potential.  Like a 

boomerang, we often find ourselves circling back again to encounter this spark, 

especially at turning points of the year: holidays such as the High Holy Days, Passover, 

or even as now…at the cusp of a new secular year. May 2021 be a brighter stretch of 

days than 2020!  

   

At Chanukah, Peter Yarrow’s “Light one Candle” admonished us to “don’t let the light 

go out.” It’s the light of Dos Pintele Yid, the Jewish spark.  As we head into 2021 let’s 

polish this little inner star so that we may truly become “a light unto the nations.”   

 

B’vrachot, with blessings, 

Rabbi Rebecca 
 



          
January Meeting: 

Wednesday, January 20th  

10:00 – 11:00 am 

Via Zoom 
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Jewish Connections Book Club  

 

The Jewish Connections Book 
Club will meet via Zoom until 
further notice.    
 
Membership is not limited to 
synagogue members and is free 
of cost. 
If you would like to participate 
with Jewish Connections or have 
any questions, please email 
Stephanie at 
stephanie.soj@gmail.com.  

 
 

From September through May, 
our club will meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
10:00 – 11:00 am.  
 

The final book club meeting, 
which takes place in the summer, 
will be scheduled around 
members summer plans and 
travel.  

(Listings through May 2021 can be 
found on our website.) 

 
January 
Selection 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Dec 27 – Jan 2:  
 
Elmer Cohn 
David Gershovitz 
Meyer Epstein 
Leslie Wolfe 
Louis Feinberg 
Emil Brady 
Fannie Rothschild 
Charlotte Steinberg 
Chae Edes Walner 
Ida Barg 
Harry Cohn 
 

 
January 3 – 9: 

 
Dale Wolf 
Chuck Meyers 
Rose Becker 
Phillip Fein 
Ben Gradinger 
David Deutchman 
Sidney Guralnik 
Minnie Slavin 
Abraham Aba Siegel 
Eva Kronberg 
 

Yahrzeits 

The yahrzeits of these beloved, departed relatives listed below should be observed  
on the Friday and Saturday of the week listed… 

 

January 10 -16: 
 
Eli Becker 
Elsie Levine 
Clara Pallant 
Jacqueline Means 
Harry Strom 
Fanny Bookatz 
Clara Oberndorfer 
Ted Fratrik 
Doloris Dwyer 
David Greenfield 
Ada Slivken 

 
 

January 17 - 23: 
 
Ruben Zeiger 
Lorry Hankin 
Pearl Bernstein 
Ida Glazer 
Jacob Rosen 
Morris Strom 
Wilma Schmidt 
Esther Harris 
Ruth Zeiger 
 

 
 

 
 

January 24 - 30:  
 
Paul Diamond 
Minnie Massel 
Rose Greenfield 
Lola Krensky 
Nathan Unger 
Alan Levi 
James Robin 
Sol Gradinger 
Sam Fish 
Larry Leizer 
Anne Schultz Kaufman 
Joseph Weissman 
Ludwig Wolf 
Norman Miller 
 

Jan 31 – Feb 6:  
 
Esther Lavenstein 
Nettie Lowenstein 
Steven Farber 
Sarah Kaplan 
Babett Blumenthal 
Esther Krensky 
Maynard Whitebook 
Gossie Katz 
David Zelig Zeiger 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Cedar Falls WWII soldier survived Bulge, liberated death camp 
Pat Kinney, Nov 8, 2020,  The Courier 

 
“I pray you to believe what I have said about Buchenwald. I have reported what I saw and heard, 

but only part of it. For most of it I have no words...Back in ‘41 Mr. Churchill said to me, with tears in his 

eyes: ‘One day the world and history will recognize and acknowledge what it owes to your 

president.’ ...At Buchenwald they spoke of the president just before he died. If there be a better 

epitaph, history does not record it. “ 

 

–Edward R. Murrow, CBS News, on a visit to prisoners at Buchenwald concentration camp, April 11, 

1945, one day before the death of President Franklin Roosevelt CEDAR FALLS — Melville “Mel” 

Finkelstein’s Army buddies in World War II told him if they ever were about to be captured by the 

Germans, he should throw away the dogtags he wore around his neck. 

 

They might have been an automatic death sentence. 

 

His dogtags, in addition to his name, rank, serial number and blood type, has a letter “H” stamped 

into them. 

 

That was “H” as in “Hebrew.” He was Jewish. 

 

Those dogtags, upon capture, might have earned him a trip to a Nazi concentration camp and 

almost-certain death instead of a prisoner of war camp. 

Finkelstein, raised in the borough of the Bronx in New York City and the first-generation son of a 

Russian Jewish immigrant, was spared such a fate. Instead, he was one of the first U.S. soldiers to enter 

and help liberate the Buchenwald concentration camp after the war. It was part of Adolf Hitler’s 

“Final Solution” for extermination of the Jewish race and others deemed inferior or in opposition to 

the Nazi regime. 

 

Finkelstein, who obtained a doctorate at the University of Chicago after the war and later moved to 

Cedar Falls and worked as a Waterloo psychologist, died in 2010 — but not before he and his widow 

Judy chronicled his war experiences. 

 

The passage he wrote about Buchenwald is one of the most compelling stories among a host of 

them in his memoirs. 

 

“A buddy of mine and I were walking around out just looking around and we smelled the air and it 

smelled like burning flesh so right away we knew what it was,” Finkelstein wrote. “So we decided to 

go up and see that place, and when we got about halfway up the hill to it, here came a bunch of 

kids. 

 

“They were Jewish kids in their prison uniforms and they stopped to talk to us. My buddy could talk 

German as well as Jewish (Yiddish), and he asked them questions and they told him that they were 

prisoners in the concentration camp but now they were free and they could go out. 

 

“They asked us what we were, and we told them we were American soldiers and that we were 

Jewish. They were stunned that there were Jewish soldiers in the American army and that (we) had 

rifles and they danced around us chanting ‘Juden! Juden!’ It was a very moving experience to see 

this.” 

 

They were moved in a different way when they entered Buchenwald. 

 



“It was just a horrible thing to see,” Finkelstein wrote. “We saw the ovens where they burned people, 

we saw the places where they took them and gassed them to death with chemicals. We saw the 

conditions of those that remained and they were barely skeletons of people. They were down to 70 

to 80 pounds per person. It was really horrible. It was all of the prisoners, not just Jews. They were 

doing it to Czechoslovakians and Polish, Rumanians and even some Germans. 

 

“It bothered me greatly to see it,” he continued. “I never talked about these experiences in the war 

for many years except with soldiers who had seen similar things, who had gone through similar battle 

experiences. They could understand. Other people just couldn’t imagine what we had seen. We 

talked about how the Gestapo tortured prisoners in Paris, how they whipped them and burned them 

in bathtubs, covering them in oil.” 

 

At age 19, Finkelstein had enlisted in the U.S. Army Signal Corps rather than wait to be drafted, 

because he felt it was his duty to serve, he said in his memoirs and in an oral history interview for the 

Grout Museum District. He served in the 246th Signal Operations Company. The unit eared five battle 

stars for campaigns in Normandy, Northern France, the Battle of the Bulge in the Ardennes forest, and 

the Rhineland and Central Europe. 

 

Finkelstein was part of one of the greatest deceptions of the war. He was part of a fictitious invasion 

army built up in England around Gen. George S. Patton, sending out fake radio signais that were 

picked up by the Germans. They assumed Patton was going to lead the 1944 invasion of Europe at 

the Pas-de-Calais in Belgium, the English Channel’s narrowest point. Instead the multinational invasion 

force struck at Normandy on June. 6, 1944. He landed at Omaha Beach several days later and 

participated in the Allied forces’ breakout from the Normandy hedgerow country into Northern 

France, including the liberation of Paris. 

 

He was in Belgium and his unit was attached to the U.S. First Army during the Battle of the Bulge. It 

was perhaps the time he and his comrades were in the greatest personal danger. 

 

“We were cut off by the Germans,” Finkelstein wrote. “We were told to stay until we got leave to 

withdraw,” and hold at all costs. “We were the only ones in the area who weren’t broken up in 

communications. All communications came to our small group. The Germans knew we were 

communications people and what we were doing. They dropped bombs on us. It was overcast and 

only the lighter planes could get through to try to destroy the German planes and they would do 

damage to us that way. 

 

“It took until about the end of December after Christmas when we finally had a couple of sunny days 

and then our air forces were in operation,” he wrote. “It was just beautiful to see those guys come 

over. It was a great lift from our shoulders and feeling we were going to be lost over there. It was just 

miraculous and we just cheered and cheered as squadrons after squadrons of planes came over 

and were bombing the Germans. They broke up their defensive army and then we could push 

through more.” British troops also aided in their relief. 

 

“I lost my personal equipment as did a lot of other guys,” Finkelstein added. “I had no change of 

clothes and I got trench foot out there which was from a lack of changing socks,” freezing his feet as 

perspiration dried, damaging tissue. “I was walking on my toes for about six weeks until my feet 

cleared up. We couldn’t go on sick call because they wouldn’t allow anyone who didn’t have a 103-

degree fever to do that. So we had to sweat it out. 

 

That was a big experience. That was one of the major battles of the war,” he said. 

 

In his oral history interview with the Grout, his voice trembled with emotion as he talked about his 

experiences in the Bulge publicly for the first time. 



His unit bivouaced with infantry units who took a heavy toll during the Bulge. Officers’ life expectancy 

was one month. Some of the divisions’ personnel turned over twice due to casualties. 

 

He recalled one soldier he recreated with who gave him his shaving bowl. “He said, ‘I won’t need it 

any longer.’ And off he went and I never saw him again,” he said. Decades later, on a trip to 

Colorado, he found a military memorial to that soldier’s division, listing those who had been killed in 

battle. 

 

“He was on it,” he said, voice quivering. “I lost some mighty good people. 

 

“It just hurts too much,” he said. “I saw the picture, ‘(Saving) Private Ryan,’ and I cried throughout the 

whole thing because I went through that damn stuff just the same way those guys did. I was shivering 

when I came out” of the movie. “People asked, ‘Can I do something to help you?’ There was nothing 

they could do to help me. I asked Judy to take me home so I could get a glass of whiskey or a hot 

cup of tea or coffee, something that would help.” 

 

Whatever he had to warm himself that night, Mel Finkelstein more than earned it. 

 

He survived one kind of hell to help save many of his own faith, and all of mankind, from another. 

 

 

 

 


