
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thurs, July 2nd 

6:30pm – Board Meeting 

7:15pm – Long Range  

      Planning Committee 

 

Fri, July 24th, 7:30pm 

Shabbat Service  

 with Rabbi Kushner 

 

Sat, July 25th, 9:30am 

Shabbat Service  

 with Rabbi Kushner 
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To Julia Volz, daughter of Andrea Fratrik, on 
her high school graduation. 

Condolences… 
 

To Dagmar & Roberto Swazo and their family, on the loss of 

Dagmar’s father, Carlos Reyes Cendre on March 29th.  

May his memory always be for a blessing. 

 

To Laura Praglin & Kenneth Atkinson, on the loss of her mother, 

Rose Praglin on June 8th and the loss of her uncle, Jack Wolfson on 

June 18th.  May their memories always be for a blessing 
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FARBER, Norma – Donations to the Jane Zucker Speakers Fund,  

In memory of Murray Farber; and In memory of her father Michael Weinger 

GOLDNER, Norman – In memory of his mother, Sylvia Goldner; and his sister, Natalie Jacobs 

KRAMER, Barbara – In memory of her husband, Yale Kramer; her father-in-law, Mandel Kramer; 

In memory of his grandmother, Ida Kramer; and  

In memory of Yale’s aunts and uncles: Anna Kramer, Benj Kramer, Ann Kramer, Hime 

Kramer, Bernice Kramer, and Sam Kramer 

LEDERMAN, David, Amy, Drew, Sid, Lily & Izzy – In memory of his mother, Barbara Lederman 

LEDERMAN, Jacob & Christina – In memory of his mother, Barbara Lederman 

LEDERMAN, Josh, Gillian & family – In memory of his mother, Barbara Lederman 

LEVITON, Donna – In memory of her mother, Elizabeth Epstein Cohn 

NASHEL, Susan – In memory of her grandfather, Frank Blindman 

STICKFORT, Allen – Donation to our General Fund 

SWAZO, Dagmar & Roberto – En memoria de Carlos Reyes Cendr�́ Merci Muncho 

(In loving memory of her father, Carlos Reyes Cendre) 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following 

contributions: 

 

Laura Praglin & Kenneth Atkinson –  

In memory of our wonderful mother, Rose Wolfson Praglin, from her children.  

 

Laura Praglin & Judy Robbins –  

In memory of our wonderful uncle, Jack Wolfson, from his nieces, Laura Praglin and Judy Robbins.  
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Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner… 

The Sphinx and George Washington 
 
What do the Sphinx and George Washington have in common? Recall in your mind the image 

of the Sphinx:  a huge, lionlike figure with a human face, carved out of stone in the Egyptian 

desert.  However, the perfect beauty of the image is spoiled by it’s defaced, missing nose.  And 

George Washington?  His statue, too, has been marred, toppled, and his head spray painted.  

Like the Sphinx, he stood for something beyond and far greater than himself.  

   

Our past is a complicated and messy place.  This is true, not only in our private lives, but in 

public memory as well.  How do we grapple with representing past events and individuals 

whose role was not agreeable to us?  Is it really about the monuments? Or is more about 

history itself and how we address it?  When confronted with moral aggrandizing I feel 

uncomfortable. It is too easy to feel ourselves superior from our viewpoint in the 21st Century 

to those who lived in the18th Century. For us, slavery is intolerable.  For many of them, it 

was a commonplace element of social structure. We know that many of our “founding fathers” 

had slaves.  However, what does it say about us – and is it useful for our development as a 

society -- when we gleefully topple their statues and spray graffiti on them? The most 

convenient way of dealing with their presence is to simply remove them and hope that one day 

a museum will be found that has the space and the chutzpah to incorporate them into an 

expansive exhibit.  The quandaries don’t stop with Confederate generals on horseback.  Here 

is another troubling example: 

  

Consider the so-called “Judensau,” a graphically indecent sculpture of Jews suckling from a 

pig’s udder (among other things) was found on many Christian churches of the Middle Ages 

throughout Europe. Contemporary voices have called for these sculptures to be removed, 

because they are considered extremely offensive to modern sensitivities.  They are 

prominently present on the Lutheran church in Wittenberg, where Martin Luther worked and 

preached his anti-Semitic rhetoric.  Not all historians agree to their removal.     

 

"This is a terrible sign, but only those who are anti-Semites will find what they want to in it," 

says Michael Wolffsohn, a prominent German Jewish historian. "We have to comment on this 

shame and not hide it. If you remove these memorials, you'll once again make martyrs of 

those who continue to identify with them."   In the meantime, the sculpture on Luther’s 

church in Wittenberg remains, but will be covered over.  

 

History is hard, but so is reality.  Brutality and injustice are the parts that we would rather 

simply cover up. We don’t see ourselves as part of that shadowed side of human nature.  

Nevertheless, it is not realistic to extract from history only the parts that suit our narrative. 

There are always multiple meanings and layers.  We should be careful not to enslave 

ourselves to one rigid view of our past. By the way, I only recently learned that 14 Caribbean 

nations remain in litigation with Britain regarding its involvement in the transatlantic slave 

trade.  Even after such a long time, it’s not over yet!  What we think is past is still for many 

people a contemporary involvement. 

 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

 

Our Torah cautions us again and again against idolatry.  The Sphinx (along with many an 

ancient statue) lost her nose due to being feared.  Wanting to be very sure that this powerful 

stone being would not return to life, it needed to be destroyed. Just as we humans take in life-

breath through our nose, so (the ancient reasoning) did the stone image.  Hammering off its 

nose was like killing it.  Toppling the statue of George Washington and spray painting his 

head also seemed a successful, quasi lethal way for some people to deal with an otherwise 

venerated leader of our American past. Have we chosen our Ancients to be our sole source of 

inspiration? 

 

As Ari Hoffman writes: “For just as those who erect statues can be guilty of idolatry, so too 

can those who tear them down.  We can prostrate before figurines of the mind just as abjectly 

as before those cast in bronze.  That is because idols, whether physical or theoretical, are 

peddlers of the absolute.”  

   

Monuments are reminders of our past, marking (sometimes with embarrassing 

inconvenience) where we have been as a society.  However, we don’t have to cede our dignity 

when confronted with the values of previous generations.  We are privileged to live in 

different times.  

   

Our ancestor Abraham was famously described in Rabbinic legend as smashing his father’s 

idols.  He replaced these with faith in a God who could not be seen, only experienced.  We 

remind ourselves of the words of Mordechai in the story of Esther, who refused to bow down to 

Haman: “I am a Jew, and I bow only to my God.”  

   

We are the Jews; we do not forget. Our culture mandates both viewpoints: looking forwards to 

our goals and backwards to see where we have come from.  We need to decide what we want 

to remember and what we choose to forget. 
 

B’Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Rebecca 
 



5 | P a g e  

 

          

Book 1: Book 1: Book 1: Book 1:     
The Guarded GateThe Guarded GateThe Guarded GateThe Guarded Gate    
    
By Daniel OkrentBy Daniel OkrentBy Daniel OkrentBy Daniel Okrent    
    
    
    
    
Book 3: Book 3: Book 3: Book 3:     
A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates     

of Vodkaof Vodkaof Vodkaof Vodka    

By Lev GolinkinBy Lev GolinkinBy Lev GolinkinBy Lev Golinkin    
 
 
 
 

    
    
    
    
Book 2: Book 2: Book 2: Book 2:     
Symphony on Fire Symphony on Fire Symphony on Fire Symphony on Fire ––––    A Story of Music A Story of Music A Story of Music A Story of Music     

and the Spiritual Resistance and the Spiritual Resistance and the Spiritual Resistance and the Spiritual Resistance 
During the HolocaustDuring the HolocaustDuring the HolocaustDuring the Holocaust    

    
By Sonia By Sonia By Sonia By Sonia Pauline BekerPauline BekerPauline BekerPauline Beker    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Jewish Connections Book Club  

 

 
Future Meetings:  
 
The March, April and May meetings of 
Jewish Connections have all been 
postponed. Three future, meeting 
dates will be scheduled to discuss 
these books.  
 
Please watch for updates once the 
public health emergency is over.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jewish Connections Book Club 

meets for brunch and a book discussion 

one Wednesday, each month from 

September-May. All meetings are held 

at the Tea Cellar in Cedar Falls. Dates, 

times, and reading selections are listed 

to the left. We welcome members and 

friends of Sons of Jacob to our 

meetings.  For additional information 

on the club, please contact Naomi 

McCormick, nmccormick@cfu.net or 

Bobbi Kazenelson, 

bobbikaz@gmail.com. 
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June 28 – July 4: 
 
Ernest Wolfe 
Goldie Cohn 
Melvin Siegel 
Seymour Krantz 
Barbara Lederman 
Harold Slavin 
Irene Sommer 
Pinchus Kramer 
Harry Gradinger 
Joseph Walner 
David Lewis 

 
July 5 – 11: 

 
Elsie Baum 
Harry Abrahams 
Mandel Kramer 
Frank Blindman 
Samuel Shapero 
Sylvia Goldner 
Arthur Westerman 
Sarah Wolf 
Isador Finkelstein 
“Jo” Krensky 
Bertha Tabach 
Natalee Jacobs 
Julius Meyers 
Elizabeth Epstein Cohn 

 

Yahrzeits 

In Jewish tradition, when the year of mourning is over, mourners are expected to return to a fully normal life. 
There are several occasions each year when our loved ones who have passed on are memorialized. The most 
significant of these is yahrzeit, the anniversary of the death, which is observed according to the Hebrew 
calendar. As is the case in all Jewish holy days, yahrzeit observance begins at night.  
 
You are invited and encouraged to let us know the name and yahrzeit of your beloved ones who have departed. 
We will add them to our bulletin on the month in which the death occurred. You will get a reminder when the 
yahrzeit occurs. Yahrzeit candles are available at the synagogue. 
 
“The memory of the Righteous is a Blessing” 

The yahrzeits of these beloved, departed relatives listed below should be observed  
on the Friday and Saturday of the week listed… 

 

 

July 12 - 18: 
 
Rose Krupkin 
Sophie Myers 
Rose Edelstein 
Harry Hankin 
Esther Fish 
Jay Levi 
 

July 19 - 25: 
 
Theodore Cohen 
David Nadler 
Ida Kramer 
Max Reinstein 
Frank Greenberg 
Maurice Ritter 
David Guralnik 

 
 

 
 

July 26 – August 1: 
 
Charles Tenenbaum 
Beatrice Cooper 
Louis Cooper 
Alan Israel 
Lena Lachman 
Anne Wolfe 
Sophia Cohn 
Sarah Fish 
Jack Meadow 
Myer Toor 
Ezril Offman 
Sarah Slone 
Edward Kramer 
Abraham Silber 
 
 
 


